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Introduction

The roots of nationalism are analyzed in various ways. Even though the most
broadly accepted view is that nationalism should be understood within the context of
modernism, the role of ethnicity cannot be ignored in the analysis of some societies. When
these societies build their nations, they emphasize and utilize their ethnic origins. One of
these societies is Kyrgyzstan. After the dissolution of the Soviet Union, while Kyrgyzstan
was establishing its national identity, it emphasized the ethnic values of Kyrgyzstan.
Thus, unlike its Soviet past, it built its nation on Kyrgyz values. It may be said that
ethnocentric nationalism is strongly felt due to these kinds of policies.

Furthermore, there are several projects in which Kyrgyzstan participated. These are
increasing ethnic nationalism among the local population for distinct reasons. One of the
projects that impacts the local society in Kyrgyzstan is the Silk Road Economic Belt
(SREB). This initiative, created by China and announced in 2013, spans many countries
by land and sea. Among all the countries, Kyrgyzstan is one of the key territories in this
situation. Owing to its proximity to China and its role as the gateway to the West, Kyrg-
yzstan is of great value to Chinese policies. This project, which also includes Kyrgyzstan,
has various impacts on the Kyrgyz state and its society. Even if it has positive effects on
Kyrgyzstan, the increasing presence of China in the country fuels nationalist sentiments
among the indigenous population against the Chinese people. This article aims to explain
how the SREB impacts the rise of ethnic nationalism in Kyrgyzstan.

1. Theoretical Framework: Nation, Nationalism

The concept of nationalism is analyzed in three groups. The first is primordialism,
which explains that nationalism is an inherent and very ancient phenomenon. The second
and the most widely accepted approach regarding nationalism is modernism which explains
that nationalism emerged in the 18th century as a consequence of the French Revolution,
the Industrial Revolution, and the American Revolution. However, the last group, known
as ethno-symbolists, claims that although nationalism is a modern phenomenon, the ethnicity
of society is essential for understanding it.

The terms of state and nation cannot be used interchangeably. While the concept of
the state pertains to institutional operations, nations refer to a form of community. The
state can be described as a collection of independent institutions separated from other
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organizations, possessing a legitimate monopoly of use of force and extraction in a spe-
cific territory. This distinguishes the state from the notion of a nation. Nation can be defi-
ned as a community who shares the same homeland and culture and the community who
has experienced and live together [18, p. 12]. A nation does not just emerge at a particular
time in history; instead, a social group evolves into a nation [8, p. 90]. Moreover, Stalin
also described a nation as a historically created, stable group of individuals characterized
by a shared language, territory and economic life. In addition to these components, a
nation is a group of people who have a collective psychological framework based on a
common culture. It should be said that the characteristics mentioned above cannot be
taken separately to define a nation. Yet, it is said that the absence of one of these charac-
teristics is enough to be no longer considered as a nation [20, p. 7]. Briefly, all compo-
nents mentioned above are extremely vital to form a nation officially.

In addition to nation, nationalism is a political doctrine that claims cultural similarity
is a fundamental social bond. The legitimacy of any authority that may be observed between
individuals relies on the shared culture of the group’s members (or in nationalist term, of
a “nation”) [10, p. 3-4]. Nationalism can be best defined as a particularly suitable form of
political activity within the framework of the modern state and the contemporary state
system [7, p. 1]. Gellner also supports the same idea that the root of nationalism is in moder-
nity [10, p. 13]. The concept of nationalism is utilized to define political movements that
obtain or exercise state power and justify their actions with nationalist rhetoric [7, p. 2].

In summary, while a nation mainly consists of people who share common values,
nationalism is an ideology that motivates those people to be a nation. The concepts of
nation and nationalism are essential to create and maintain a state. In addition to these,
the requirements for being a nation-state are not limited to only national identity and the
ideology of nationalism. The distinctions between “us” and “them” and the strong bonds
among “us” are very crucial.

2. Nationalism in Kyrgyzstan

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Kyrgyzstan gained its independence, and it
began to formulate its national identity. While the elites in Kyrgyzstan worked on it, they
had to take into consideration the different ethnic groups in the country. Huskey noted
that a new national identity had to be formed between the aspirations of some Kyrgyz for
an ethnic nationalism and the wishes of ethnic minorities, many of whom were Russified
Kyrgyz, to preserve civic nationalism [11, p. 114]. It may be said that although decision
makers were aware of the situation regarding various ethnic groups, the policies which
they implemented motivated Kyrgyz nationalism.

In Kyrgyzstan, politics is also characterized by a nationalistic attitude, as it seems
Kyrgyz politicians, in general, believe that power should be exercised over “the people”
who are ethnic Kyrgyz. However, there has been intense debate regarding what it means
to truly be for ‘the people.” This conflict defines the area where Kyrgyz political practice
and debate take place [15]. The new nationalism is somewhat a critique of the Soviet past
and partially a response to Russification. Thus, the efforts to establish laws that restore
national culture and promote the use of Kyrgyz in the public sphere have been considered
appropriate for the immediate post-independence period to address the historical imba-
lance [6, p. 392]. Moreover, ethnic values have been emphasized to formulate the national
identity, and as Megoran noted that after independence, Manas has played a pivotal role
in political and intellectual endeavors [15].

The preamble of the Kyrgyz Republic's constitution, adopted on May 5, 1993, starts
by emphasizing the significance of “providing for the national renaissance of the Kyrgyz."
The second and lesser significant position states that safeguarding and promoting the
interests of individuals of all nationalities who constitute the people of Kyrgyzstan along
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with the Kyrgyz [19, p. 147].
Briefly, as can be seen, ethnic nationalism is felt very strongly in the country, and
at the same time it is supported by elites and seen in the constitution of Kyrgyzstan.

3. The Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB)

The Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB), also known as the One Belt, One Road (OBOR)
initiative, was declared by Chinese President Xi Jinping at Nazarbayev University in
September 2013. This project, which links Asia to Africa and Europe, is expected to enhance
economic integration and cooperation among countries. The aim of the massive infras-
tructure project is to connect multiple continents through both land and maritime routes.

The Communist Party of China (CPC) included the initiative in its Charter in 2017
and reiterated its importance in 2022 during its 20th Party Congress [21]. OBOR consists
of a land-based "Silk Road Economic Belt" and a maritime "Maritime Silk Road.” The
"Belt" represents an infrastructure network that includes transportation, energy, commu-
nication projects extending from Xi’an in China through Central Asia to Moscow, Rotter-
dam, and Venice. The "Road" serves as its maritime counterpart, comprising a network
of proposed ports and coastal infrastructure stretching from South and Southeast Asia to
East Africa and the northern Mediterranean Sea [13]. This project will utilize not only
road transportation but also sea transportation, and furthermore, it will stimulate the de-
velopment of various projects in many areas.

Additionally, the main aims of this project were described as "policy coordination,
connectivity of facilities, seamless trade, financial integration, and people-to-people con-
nections” [17, p. 3]. Throughout the years, OBOR has encompassed a variety of invest-
ments, ranging from physical development to financial investment projects, including the
construction of railways and the establishment of satellite networks. SREB is one of the
largest infrastructure projects undertaken by a single nation [9].

OBOR differs from China's previous international economic collaborations by em-
phasizing participation in complex networks, enhancing connectivity, and optimizing
relationships with key players. The main components of the OBOR consist of five key
elements. First, enhancing the coordination of the development strategies. Second, the
establishment of an infrastructure network. Third, boosting investments and trade colla-
boration. Fourth, improving the level of financial integration. Fifth and last, promoting
people-to-people ties. [16, p. 5]. Thanks to this initiative, connections between nations
will be strengthened, trade barriers will be eliminated, and trade volume will increase for
participating countries. Moreover, the construction of pipelines, railways, roadways, and
other infrastructure to develop a transportation system will also enhance the infrastructure
of these nations. According to Omonkulov, such institutions as SREB, which deal primarily
with problems of infrastructure of member countries, are well suited to cope with these
infrastructural issues in these countries [4, p. 50]. Pop mentioned that the measures to be
undertaken will improve economic stability in a variety of ways. The key benefits will
encompass coordinated investment opportunities between countries, enhanced financial
structures, trade expansion, and reduced financial risk through collaborative institutions
[17, p. 3]. Most of the countries which are to take part in the project are developing nations.
With the help of these kinds of infrastructural investments, these countries will manage
to be on the same level as more developed countries to some extent.

4. SREB and Central Asia

There are a variety of reasons, such as geographic, political, economic, and security
factors, that shape the relationship between China and Central Asia. The rich natural reso-
urces of Central Asia have also been of major significance to China. These are the reasons

69



The Role of China in the Rise of Kyrgyz Nationalism, s.67-73.

why this country is interested in Central Asia. The countries in this region are crucial for
China. Due to its proximity to these countries, China could be affected by any instability
that occurs in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, or Tajikistan.

The five Central Asian nations have developed intricate plans for the export of their
natural resources. Consequently, they are enthusiastic about building a "New Silk Road."
This will also allow the Central Asian republics to develop extensive trade and economic
relations with several other Eurasian countries [23, p. 51]. The Central Asian countries,
particularly Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan, were among the earliest partici-
pants in the SREB from 2013 to 2015. At present, China possesses distinct economic,
political, and security-related interests in Central Asia that shape its diplomatic strategy.
However, Xi Jinping seeks to promote Chinese influence over the region due to Central
Asia's symbolic significance. For OBOR to truly become the "New Silk Road," Xi Jinping
must integrate Central Asia into the project. Central Asia is like a door that opens to con-
tinental Europe. This implies that the land routes of the OBOR (the North Belt and the
Central Belt) must pass through Central Asia to reach Europe without interruption [14].

OBOR consists of six main land routes and the Maritime Silk Road [2]. Two of
these routes pass through Central Asian territories. Aytekin mentioned that the first route
that links China to Europe is referred to as the "New Eurasian Land Bridge". It starts in
the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region located in northwestern China and constructs a
railway transport network that goes above the Caspian Sea, through Kazakhstan, western
Russia before reaching Eastern Europe and Germany. The second route is built on a
different axis and is called the "China-Central Asia-West Asia Corridor” (CCAWAC).
Starting in Xi'an, northern China, the route goes over the Xinjiang region, then cuts across
Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan, connecting to the Caspian Sea. From the
Caspian Sea, it moves through the Caucasus and over Tirkiye and continues into the
territories of the Balkans and Central Europe [2].

Briefly, Central Asia serves as a bridge for China to the rest of the world. The
project’s success could be impacted if Central Asia is excluded from the project. China’s
network with the rest of the world depends, in part, on the network it establishes with
Central Asia. Therefore, both Central Asian nations require these investments for their
own development, and China needs cooperation with this region to implement its project.

5. SREB Project for Kyrgyzstan

The relations between Kyrgyzstan and China started in 1992, following Kyrgy-
zstan’s independence. The geographical proximity between the two countries and China's
role as a key economic partner for Kyrgyzstan imply the importance of their relationship.

At the beginning of its independence, Kyrgyzstan's relationship with China initially
focused on resolving border issues. As a participant of the Belt and Road Initiative from the
year 2013, Kyrgyzstan has signed multiple loan and grant agreements with China [3, p.
144]. Although Kyrgyzstan is a member of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU), it has
embraced Beijing's OBOR Initiative because the project will assist in maintaining its eco-
nomic growth and finance the necessary infrastructure investments in different sectors [4,
p. 71]. Under the OBOR initiative, China is providing significant loans to the region. In
this regard, one of the most important results of the OBOR project for Kyrgyz is railways.

China is keen on establishing a railway link with Uzbekistan via Kyrgyzstan. The
goal of this connection is to transport Chinese products to local markets, and it is also
planned to bring some raw materials into China. In different versions of the project, the
route links China through Kyrgyzstan not only to Uzbekistan but also to Tajikistan, Afg-
hanistan, Iran, and Turkey and finally to the European railway system [12, p. 33].

There are some drawbacks to the project. The China-Kyrgyzstan railway is concerning
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because it will increase China's influence in the country and Kyrgyzstan’s dependence on
China. Additionally, only a small portion of the goods transported via this railway will
belong to Kyrgyzstan. In other words, the most salient feature of the project is that it will
increase China's dominance and mainly benefit China. It is highly likely that one side’s
economic dominance will result in political control over the other [1, p. 326].

While the increasing population of Chinese people in the region is already a problem,
the arriving Chinese population to the region due to the new investment such as OBOR,
is alarming the indigenous population in Kyrgyzstan. Erarslan mentioned that one of the
main issues that has emerged from the inflow of Chinese investors into the region is the
relationship between Chinese migrant workers and the local population [3, p. 136]. The
expert noted that anti-Chinese sentiments have been increasing in Kyrgyzstan. Between
2019 and 2020, Kyrgyzstan experienced a series of protests targeting Chinese investments
in the country [22]. For that reason, the anti-Chinese protests in the country occur within
a wider context of increasing sinophobic sentiments in the region in recent years [5].

In conclusion, even though SREB is a vital project for Central Asia, the local com-
munity is becoming concerned about the growing Chinese influence in the region. This
increases fears that Kyrgyzstan may be exploited by China. Instead of creating job oppor-
tunities for the local people, the project is strengthening China’s regional influence. This
leads to exacerbating nationalist sentiments among the indigenous people.

Conclusion

Kyrgyzstan is one of the countries that started the nation-building process following
the fall of the Soviet Union. Kyrgyzstan was officially formulated by Soviet Russia, and
when it became independent, it still carried on the legacy of the Soviet Union. Yet, to be
an independent state on the international stage, it had to build its nation-state on unique
values that belong to Kyrgyzstan. At the beginning of the process, the elites tried to fuel
civic nationalism and initiated policies that encompassed all nations living in the country.
However, after some time, it became clear that the ethnic components came to light more
prominently than the civic elements.

China, which is one of the essential trade partners and neighbors of Kyrgyzstan, is
strengthening its presence in the country through its various investments. Particularly,
thanks to the OBOR project, China is becoming a very essential power in the region. The
fragile economies of Kyrgyzstan are not sufficient to establish the infrastructural develop-
ments required by the OBOR project. For that reason, China’s presence and economic power
are very important for Kyrgyzstan. Due to that reason, the increasing presence of China irri-
tates the local population and causes different disturbances. It may be said that OBOR is
contributing to the increase of ethnic nationalism in Kyrgyzstan, where it is already felt strongly.
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Xiilasa
Burcu Temar
Cinin Qurgiz milliyyatciliyinin artmasindaki rolu

Elm adamlari arasmda milliyyatgiliyin iimumiyyatlo gobul edilmis vahid bir torifi yoxdur. Umumiyyatlo,
milliyyateilik ti¢ kateqoriyada doyarlondirile bilor. Bunlardan birincisi primordializmdir. Bu baxisa gora,
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milliyystgilik tobii bir hadisadir vo qodim dévrlorden bari mévcuddur. ©On genis yayilmig yanagma, milliy-
yatgiliyin 18-ci asrdo modernlogmos ilo ortaya ¢ixdigi goriisiidiir. Bunlara slava olaraq, {iglincii yanagma
etno-simbolik yanasmadir ki, bu yanagsma milliyyat¢iliyin miiasir bir anlayis oldugunu, lakin etnik baglarin
nazors alinmamasinin miimkiin olmadigini irali siiriir. Baxmayaragq ki, milliyystcilik miiasir bir anlayisdir,
bazi dlkalori tahlil edsrkan etnik baglar shomiyyatli rol oynayir. Bu 6lkslorden biri Qirgizistandir. Qirgizis-
tan 1991-ci ildo miistaqilliyini gazandiqdan sonra, digar postsovet dlkolori kimi, ulus quruculugu prosesine
baslamigdir. Bu prosesdo votondas milliyystgiliyinin 6nomi vurgulansa da, etnik doyorlor daha miihiim rol
oynadigi agkardir. Masalon, Manas Dastani, Qirgiz millotini qurarkon elitalar torafindon bir vasito kimi
istifads edilmisdir. Belslikls, zamanla dlkads etnik milliyyst¢iliyin artdigi miisahids edilmisdir.

Qurgizistan beynolxalq platformada bozi layiholorin istirakgisidir. Bunlardan biri, 21-ci asrin on
onomli layiholorindan biri olan "Bir Komar, Bir Yol" togobbiisiidiir. Cin torafindon 2013-cii ildo elan olunan
layiho, yalniz Qirgizistan {iglin deyil, togobbiiso daxil olan onlarla 6lks ti¢iin do oldugca vacibdir. Bu layiho
sayasindo, Qirgizistan kimi hassas iqtisadiyyata sahib 6lkolora ohomiyyetli investisiya yatirilacaqdir. Bu,
6lkonin inkisafina yalniz iqtisadi sahado deyil, homginin miixtolif digor saholords do t6hfs veracokdir. Lakin
yerli ohali arasinda Cin ilo artan asililiq vo layiho gor¢ivasindo Qirgizistanda Cinli isgilorin olmasi kimi
amillor sobobindon narahatliglar yaranir. Cinin artan tosiri ilo bagli narahatliq, Qirgizistanda Cin sleyhino
milliyyotci hisslorin artmasina sobob olmusdur. Bu moqals, ipok Yolu iqtisadi Komorinin Qirgizistan iigiin
ohomiyyatini vurgulayir vo bunun Qirgizistandaki yerli shali arasida milliyyatciliyi alovlandirmasi barads
golinan naticlalara yer verir.

Acar sozlar: millat, milliyyatcilik, Qurgizistan, SREB, Cin
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Ponv Kumas 6 pazeumuu KblprBCKOZO HauuoHnausma

Cpenu akaleMMKOB HET YHHUBEPCAIbHO MPUHATOrO ONpE/eNIeHNs HallMoHaIu3Ma. B nenom, Hamuo-
HaJIU3M OLIEHUBAETCs B Tpex KaTeropusx. [lepoe u3 Hux 310 npuMopananusM. CoriacHo 3TOMy B3IUIAY,
HAaLMOHAIIM3M 3TO €CTECTBEHHOE SIBJICHUE, KOTOPOE CYLIECTBYET C IpeBHUX BpeMmeH. Haubonee pacmpoc-
TpaHEHHbIN TOAX0J 3TO MHEHHE, YTO HaroHann3M Bo3HHK B X VIII Beke ¢ Hagaom moaepam3ariu. Kpome
TOT0, TPETBUM ITOAXOOM SBIISETCS ITHO-CUMBOIMYECKUHN MTOJXO/I, KOTOPBIH YTBEPKIAET, YTO HALIMOHAIU3M
3TO COBPEMEHHOE IOHATHE, HO 3THUYECKUE CBSI3U HENb3sl MTHOPUPOBATh. XOTs HALIMOHAIM3M SIBJISETCS
COBPEMEHHBIM TOHATHEM, STHUYECKUE CBSI3U UTPAIOT 3HAUUTENILHYIO POJIb IPY AHAJIN3E HEKOTOPBIX CTPaH.
OnHoit u3 3THX cTpad sBisierca Keipreiscrad. [locne Toro kak KeIprei3craH nmoiaydus HE3aBUCHMOCTD B
1991 romy, xax u Apyrue MOCTCOBETCKUE CTPAHBI, OH HayaJl IPOLIECC CTPOUTENIFCTBA HALIMH. X OTSI B 3TOM IIPO-
1ecce IOAYEpPKHUBAIach BaXKHOCTh IPAKAAHCKOTO HALMOHAIM3MA, STHUYECKHE LIGHHOCTH MIpajii Ooree 3HAuH-
TenbHyIo poiib. Hanmpumep, snoc MaHac ObII HCIIONB30BaH 3JMTaMHU KaK HHCTPYMEHT IIPH CTPOUTENILCTBE
KBIPTBI3CKOM Hanuu. TakuM 06pa3oM, CoO BpEMEHEM B CTpaHE HAOJFOAeTCs POCT STHUYECKOr0 HAaI[MOHAIN3MA.

KeIprei3cral yqacTByeT B HECKOJIBKHUX IIPOEKTaX Ha MeKAyHapoaHOH miatdopme. OOUH U3 HUX 3TO
WNunmmaTiea "Tlosic 1 myTh", KOTOpas SBIAETCS OTHUM H3 CaMBIX BaXKHBIX mpoekToB XXI Beka. [Ipoekr,
o0bsBieHHbIH Kuraem B 2013 rony, mMeer BakHOE 3HaUEHHE HE TONBKO st KeIprei3cTana, HO U IS Jiec-
SITKOB CTPaH, yJacTBYIOIINX B HHUIMATUBE. braaromapst 5ToMy MpOEKTy, TAKUE CTPAHBI C YI3BUMBIMHU 3KO-
HOMHKaMH, Kak KbIprbI3cTaH, momydaT 3HauuTeNnbHbIe HHBeCTUIMH. OH OyIeT crocoOCTBOBATh Pa3BUTHIO
CTpaHBbI He TOJIBKO B SKOHOMHYECKOH cepe, HO M B Pa3IMYHBIX APYrux obnactsax. OJHAKO CPeIH MECTHOT'O
HaceJIeHHs BO3HUKAIOT OMACEHHS W3-3a TAaKUX (PAKTOPOB, KAaK pacTylIas 3aBUCUMOCTh OT Kutas u npucyrt-
cTBME KHTaicknux pabounx B Kelpreiscrane i peanusanuu npoekTta. OnaceHus Mo MOBOLY PACTYIIETO
BinsiHUs Kutast npuBeny K yBENMYEHUIO HAMOHAJIMCTHYECKUX HacTpoeHnui potuB Kutas B Keipreizcrane.
OTa cTaThs MOAYEPKUBACT BAXKHOCTh JKOHOMIUecKoro mnosica IlenkoBoro mytn mist Kelpreiscrana v npuxoguT
K BBIBOJIY, YTO OH BBI3BAJI POCT HAIIMOHATMCTUYECKIX HACTPOSCHNH CPEel MECTHOTO HaceneHust KeIpreiscrana.

KaroueBsie cioBa: Hayus, Hayuonanusm, Kupeusus, SIILLII, Kumaii

Bas redaktorun miavini s.e.d., prof. ibrahimova Giilzar isaxan qizinin rayi asasinda
capa moaslohat goriilmisdiir.
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